
 

Bassetlaw and District Umpires’ Association 

Minutes of a Meeting 
Held at Cuckney CC on Saturday 4th January 2014 at 2:30pm 

 
Present:   46 members were present. 
 
Apologies:  A Bennett, S Broadley, T Munro, G Tune, P Rice, J Singleton and B Wilson. 
 
Minutes of previous meeting:  These had been distributed via email and on Facebook. 
 
Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Notts Cricket Board 

i. Nottinghamshire County Cricket Club in association with the Notts Cricket Board, 
affiliated club membership application form. £87 for the season excluding matches 
played on Saturday. Umpires Association members are eligible to apply. 

ii. Notice of Notts Cricket Board AGM on Thursday 23rd January 2014 at South Forest 
Leisure, Edwinstowe. Secretary to attend. 

 
Appointments Secretary: 
 
Reminder that he is still awaiting the return of availability sheets from some members. Please 
return them as soon as possible. 
 
Guest Speaker:   
 
Dennis Leslie Amiss MBE , born 7 April 1943, Harborne, Birmingham, Warwickshire, was an 
English cricketer and cricket administrator. 
 
He played cricket for both Warwickshire County Cricket Club and England. A right-handed 
batsman, he was an accomplished batsman in all forms of the game. He averaged 42.86 in 
first-class, 35.06 in List-A, 46.30 in Tests and 47.72 in One Day Internationals. In first-class 
cricket he scored 102 centuries, and played over 50 tests for England. 
 
After retiring as a player in 1987, he served Warwickshire as Chairman of the Cricket 
Committee; and as chief executive from 1994 until 2005. In 1992 he became an England 
selector. He was awarded an honorary doctorate by the University of Birmingham in the 
summer of 2007. 
 
He was selected as one of the five Wisden Cricketers of the Year in 1975. 
 
Dennis played World Series Cricket in the late 1970s in Australia, and was one of the first 
players to wear a batting helmet. Dennis was also banned from Test cricket for three years for 
taking part in the first 'rebel' tour of South Africa. 
 



Dennis began by commenting on his MBE. After retiring from cricket he worked for Harold 
Hudson, Funeral Directors as an Acquisitions Director. He went around the country buying up 
other firms of Funeral Directors. It was there that he became known as Dennis Amiss MBE – 
must buy everything. 
 
Dennis had been around the game a long time and people forget what era you played in and 
last year he was invited by Surrey CCC to attend Sir Alex Bedsers 93rd birthday celebration as 
they wanted as many of Sir Alex’s contemporaries there as possible! Dennis may have been 
around a long time but not that long! He had actually played against Alex in his first game for 
Warwickshire and Alex’s last for Surrey. Dennis never got a bat but did take the wicket of 
E.A.Bedser. 
 
Now there aren’t many people who have run out Geoffrey Boycott in a Test match, Dennis did, 
and Geoff has never let him forget it. Dennis blamed MJK Smith the England Captain. MJK 
warned Dennis not to let Boycott run him out! Dennis and Geoffrey were batting together, 
Dennis called Geoffrey for a two, Dennis turned at the non strikers end and took a couple of 
paces down the pitch and saw the fielder with the ball. He called no, but Geoff kept coming. 
Just as Geoffrey was about to pass him Dennis remembered MJK’s warning and turned and 
grounded his bat inside the crease just before Geoffrey! As Geoffrey went past him it wasn’t 
until that moment that Dennis discovered he had been born out of wedlock.  
 
Geoff did actually once threaten to run Dennis out in a Test match. Ray Illingworth was England 
Captain and at the team meeting he got both of them to go outside with him. Obviously the 
rest of the team ran to the door to try and hear what was going on! Ray told Geoffrey in no 
uncertain terms that if he deliberately ran Dennis out Geoffrey would never play for England 
again whilst he was Captain. Geoffrey promised that he wouldn’t deliberately run Dennis out! 
 
When opening with Geoff he would never let Dennis walk out at his side he had to walk behind 
him! When they actually got to the wicket Dennis would wish Geoff luck, he replied, “it’s got 
nothing to do with luck it’s about ability and I’ve got it”! Having said all that Dennis and Geoff 
have been and remain friends after 45 years. Geoff is a great character and what he went 
through with his cancer was horrendous but thankfully he survived it and is still berating the 
England performances today. 
 
Dennis joined World Series Cricket and Kerry Packer definitely revolutionized cricket. The 
innovations started then are now part and parcel of the game; coloured clothing, night time 
floodlit cricket, drop in pitches, television replays and the white ball among them. Because of 
Packer the players started to receive much better payments and the players today are 
benefiting from that. Dennis was the first to wear a helmet when batting. This was developed 
from a motorcycle helmet which was made of fiberglass, this was changed to Kevlar which was 
much heavier but would stop bullets. In the first match that these were worn there were four 
run outs! In the commentary box Richie Benaud thought that it was because they couldn’t hear 
the calls because of the helmets. After Alan Knott was run out he was being interviewed as he 
came off the field. He was asked if he had heard the call Alan replied “you will have to speak 
up, some silly bugger forgot to put holes in this helmet, I can’t hear a bloody thing”. Dennis 
said that silly bugger was him. Dennis has been asked many times why he hadn’t patented the 
helmet. He just didn’t and he felt it was good to think that it may have helped save serious 
injury over the years.  
 
 Then talked about some of the characters he had played with. Ian Botham was always up for a 
laugh. At Taunton he once bowled a piece of soap on a rope at John Jamieson the 
Warwickshire Batsman. John pulled the “ball” which totally broke up. The umpires threatened to 
report Botham, but after a couple of drinks in the bar with Brian Rose the Somerset Captain 
they didn’t. In the papers the following morning the report read that the burly Jamieson had hit 
the ball so hard it had disintegrated. 



The Australians thought Derek Randle was mad, Dennis thought Derek was mad, in fact most 
people thought Derek was mad! Dennis was batting with Derek in the Centenary Test at 
Melbourne when Derek was hit on the head by a Denis Lillie bouncer. Down he went, everyone 
was concerned but Derek got up and said ‘what a great ball Mr Lillie, really good ball, great 
ball’. Lillie just looked at Dennis and shook his head saying, ‘I’ll hit him on the other side of his 
head and see if I can knock some sense into him’! Foolishly Dennis said to Derek ‘you get up 
Ashley Mallets end and I’ll take Lillie’. Well Derek went to his hundred and he was still at Ashley 
Mallets end. Dennis said ‘I think you should take some of the bowling from Lillie now’, Derek’s 
reply was that Dennis was playing him really well and he was fine where he was. Later in that 
innings Derek was always quick between the wickets and Dennis was struggling to keep up. So 
he asked Derek to cut out some of the quick singles, Derek agreed as long as they were Dennis’ 
singles they cut out! Derek batted magnificently in an innings of 174 and England should have 
won the game but they let it slip. 
 
We were always told never to upset the opposition fast bowlers. Tony Greig didn’t accept this 
he would upset everyone of the opposition. He thought he could beat anybody. Against the 
West Indies we used to be very quiet and not upset them and they would only bowl one 
bouncer an over. When Tony came out to bat the pace went up, there would be three bouncers 
an over until he was out and then things would calm down again. Tony had a lot of guts and 
scored some hard fought runs against really hostile bowling.  
 
Dennis enjoyed his time as a selector and working for the ECB. There are some tremendously 
talented people working in the ECB. He is at present in mourning due to the happenings in 
Australia. He hadn’t seen this coming as England had outplayed Australia during the summer. 
Certainly Darren Lehman as made a difference but the Australian bowling has been spot on 
whilst England’s batting has been in decline for at least 2 years, but still a shock to lose like we 
have. He thought that Flower and Cooke were the right men for the job but that there was a 
major rethink and rebuild needed. He enjoyed his entire career in cricket and wouldn’t change 
any of it. He now plays with a little white ball and finds it easier to score hundreds. 
 
There then followed a question and answer session. After which the Chairman thanked Dennis 
for a very entertaining and interesting afternoon and the members showed their appreciation in 
the usual way. 
 
The meeting closed at 4.15pm, next meeting will be on 1st February 2014 at 2.30pm 
 
 
 
 


