
 

Bassetlaw and District Umpires’ Association 

Minutes of a Meeting 
Held at Cuckney CC on Saturday 2nd November 2013 at 2:30pm 

 
Present:   40 members were present. 
 
Apologies:  G Bardill, A Bennett, J Hayes, R Hepworth, B Lenihan, P McKenzie,  A Moffitt, I 
Rich, N Roper, T Spence and A Whitehead.  
 
Minutes of previous meeting:  These had been published on the website and accepted as 
read and confirmed by the meeting. 
 
Matters Arising:  There were no matters arising. 
 
Correspondence: 
 
Keith Tongue – Notts Cricket Board Club Seminar at Cuckney CC.  
Invite and agenda to attend a club seminar hosted by the Notts Cricket Board at Cuckney 
Cricket Club on Thursday 28th November 2013 at 6.30 pm. The Secretary will attend on the 
Associations behalf. 
 
BDCL AGM Notice and Agenda. 
The Secretary had received the notice and agenda of meeting for the League AGM to be held 
Saturday 23rd November 2013 at 2.30pm at Cuckney CC.  

 
There were several rule changes the ones affecting umpires were the proposed new start times 
for Division 1 and below of 1.30 from April to August inclusive and 1.00pm in September. The 
Championship start times to remain as the rule is now.  

 
There will be no Bank Holiday Monday matches for teams in Division 1 and below. The league 
season will be extended by one week to accommodate the fixture that should have been held 
on the Spring Bank Holiday Monday. The Championship will have a fixture on the Spring Bank 
Holiday Monday and their league season will not be extended. This is to accommodate the 
Champion of Champions fixture. Rules will also be implemented to prevent players from higher 
levels of cricket playing in any matches in a lower level on the final weekend of the season if 
they have only played at that higher level. 

 
The League is also to introduce a new constitution, this has been necessary because of the 
efforts to raise sponsorship from outside bodies. As things are there is nothing in the Leagues 
Rules to show that the League is a not for profit organisation and some sponsors are unwilling 
to provide funds without the proviso that the League is a not for profit organisation. Also there 
is no procedure if the League was in the unfortunate position of having to be wound up. This 
new constitution now provides that procedure. 
 
Assessment: 
Umpires assessment marks for 2013 were ready and available for distribution at the General 
meeting today.  
 



There had been a request from some of the lower division clubs for the opportunity of 
assessing umpires. A procedure was being developed to allow this to happen. The Secretary is 
to liaise with the League Secretary and formulate a policy and system of administration. 
 
Website: 
The Secretary outlined the problems that had occurred with the website. He was to contact 
Jack Tarr with a view to setting up a new site. 
 
In the meantime the Secretary has set up a FACEBOOK page, Bassetlaw Umpires, so if you 
want to look on Face book go to Bassetlaw Umpires and see what has been posted. It will say 
that today's guest speaker is Jeremy Lloyds. Make yourselves Friends of Bassetlaw Umpires and 
you will receive any notifications put on there in your emails.  
 
Any other Business:    
Refresher course to be held at Cuckney CC on Wednesday 12th 19th & 26th February 2014 
anyone interest please contact Gerry Graney. Gerry also had four Tom Smiths for sale at the 
discounted price of £5. 
 
Richard Martin reminded the meeting of that in April we had all been asked to keep a record of 
the amount of mileage we had incurred during the for possible Tax purposes. He had done this 
and he had a total income of £715 match expenses. He had travelled 892 miles @ 0.45p (Civil 
Service Rate) = £401.40p leaving a nett balance of £313.60p is that taxable? The Chairman 
replied “No”. 
 
Guest Speaker:   
 
The Chairman welcomed and introduced Jeremy William Lloyds 
 
Jeremy was born in Penang, Malaya on 17th November 1954. He was educated at Blundell’s 
School in Devon. He played County Cricket for both Somerset and Gloucestershire and state 
cricket for Orange Free State in South Africa. He also played Rugby for Taunton and was at one 
time Captain.  
 
He was a left-handed batsman and right-arm off break bowler. In first class cricket he scored 
10679 runs at an average of 31.04 with 10 hundreds, his top score being 132 not out. He took 
229 catches and 333 wickets at an average of 38.86 with 13 five wickets in an innings. His best 
bowling was 7 for 88.  
 
He began his first class umpiring in 1998 and international umpiring in 2000. He has umpired in 
5 test matches and 18 ODI’s plus 1 T20 international and 208 first class matches. 
 
Jeremy began by thanking the Association for inviting him. When first asked to come he 
thought yes I know that area and there had been a great man who I was fortunate enough to 
stand with in my first first class match, Nigel Plews. The whole of the first day of that game was 
washed out Nigel asked me what I wanted to do. I said pick your brains, and what a man to do 
it with. He had literally written the rule book, Nigel was always approachable, always happy to 
give advice, held in the highest regard and sadly missed. The major things he taught me were 
always be prepared, expect the unexpected, because if you don’t it will catch you out.   
 
Jeremy thought that this year’s Ashes series had been poor overall. England never performed to 
their best and Australia were a shadow of their great sides. One decision in the first test 
probably made the series closer than it should have been. There was a stumping during the 
Australian 2nd innings which was clearly out on review but given not out. If that had been given 
as it should have been Australia would have lost by a large margin instead of almost winning 
the match. Because the cricket played was so poor the media needed something to write about 



and chose DRS. It is not a flawless system and it is accepted that it is not 100% accurate. Test 
match Umpires operate on a 95% success rate with all appeals either out or not out and on the 
general conduct of the game. That’s how they are judged at Test match level and all their 
decision are analysed and reported. So if technology is not 100% and is less than 95% then 
why bother having it at all as it is not as good as the umpires.  
 
Jeremy talked about Hawkeye and how inconsistent that was. It was only a predicted path and 
was manually operated on a computer so was not perfect. Jeremy gave an example of a match 
between England and Sri Lanka where he was the third umpire. Mulari was bowling to Graeme 
Thorpe the ball hit Thorpe on the full on his toe outside of off stump and went to first slip. 
Appeals from all the Sri Lankans rightfully turned down. Players got on with game. Up in the 
third umpires booth they watched the replay on Hawkeye which showed the ball turning to first 
slip. It had hit Thorpe on the toe it hadn’t even pitched! In another game again as third umpire 
there is a clear LBW, given out, no challenge, everyone accepts it’s out. The reply shows the 
ball missing the stumps. The following morning speaking to Michael Holding and asking him 
what he thought, Ian Botham sticks his head out of the commentary box and says “they 
showed you the wrong delivery”! Not a reliable system. Jeremy gave several more instances of 
Hawkeye not getting it right. 
 
Jeremy talked about the difference between the Laws of the game and the various regulations 
for competitions involving the ICC most of the Laws and Rules were the same, however, the 
one in particular the ball over head height was perverse. In MCC Laws it’s a NO BALL, in ICC 
competitions it’s a WIDE. Which is the best call No Ball or Wide? In One Day games surely the 
game is about scoring runs and you want batsmen to try and hit the ball above head height so 
the call of NO BALL would be best because if the batsmen tried to hit the ball and got a nick 
you couldn’t call it a WIDE so if a catch is taken he is out at least with a call of NO BALL he 
can’t be out caught! He recalled a period where he had seven games with seven different 
competition regulations all within a 20 day period and trying to remember all the different 
regulations was almost impossible. His way of coping was to read up on the regulations the 
night before the game just to refresh his memory of the rules. Regulations and interpretation of 
rules are always difficult the only way to stay on top of them is to keep reading them. 
 
He talked about his time as a player and having a drink with the opposition after the days play 
were you would sit for half an hour or an hour and talk about the game and learn from other 
players. That to some extent was disappearing from the game but of late has started to come 
back. Some County sides have made it a policy to socialize after matches and this was a good 
thing. As an Umpire he liked to mix with the players after the game. On one occasion he was 
invited to have a drink with Justin Langer and Jeremy Cox the respective captains all Justin 
Langer said was don’t tell anyone in Australia I’ve bought the umpire a drink especially as he 
had given both out LBW! Some people question how you can have a drink etc with players and 
then make decisions involving them. We’re professionals between the start of play and the close 
of play we do a job to the best of our ability socializing with players doesn’t affect that. We are 
all part of the game, e are all in it together. 
 
He recalled a game two years ago at Durham against Notts in April. Snow on the high ground 
and it was bitterly cold. Andre Adams had bowled superbly and Durham were 8 down in the 
second innings. At 2 minutes to 7.00pm, wind chill factor below zero and Jeremy having had 
the wind at his back all day, Chris Read asked him if they could claim the extra half hour! He 
said okay as long as you get the 2 wickets! 3 balls later Notts get wicket number 9 only one 
more to go shouldn’t be long. 28 minutes later we creep off the ground Durham have seen out 
the day! It took him all night to thaw out. 
 
Jeremy talked about 50 over cricket and how mind numbingly boring a game it was. To try and 
spice it up they had introduce power plays, fielding restrictions, etc. People now are very time 
conscious, 40 over’s was a far better game and 2 hours shorter. He had not yet met any player, 



coach, manager, County administrators or general public who wanted 50 over cricket. He felt 
that the proliferation of T20 cricket was having an effect on some players. They were able to 
score freely in T20 but when coming back to the 4 day game couldn’t score a run. If you had a 
Sky Sports subscription you could probably watch some form of cricket every day from 
somewhere in the world. It was one reason he didn’t have Sky. 
 
No one is bigger than the game and Billy Bowden has found that to his cost. Whilst ever you 
get things right you can get away with all the antics but once you start making mistakes you’re 
in trouble and unfortunately Billy has started to be found out. You are always learning and 
Jeremy felt the last two years had probably been the best in his umpiring career and if he had 
that experience when he was doing international cricket he may have stayed doing international 
cricket. However the thought of spending 230 days away from home to do 90 days of cricket 
and possibly getting stuck with certain umpires for three weeks, no thanks.  
 
The main thing an umpire must do was to have focus and concentration from ball one. You are 
most vulnerable just before and after every interval and also when nothing has happened for a 
while. Focus on every ball but in between each ball relax, look around and then come back and 
focus for the next ball when the bowler starts his run in. The only reason we make mistakes is 
not because of our ability as umpires but because we have shut off for that split second. It is 
something that has to be worked on but well worth it. Remember Nigel’s words be prepared. 
 
The Chairman thanked Jeremy for a very entertaining and interesting afternoon and for 
someone who didn’t think he would be able to speak for long he had done a pretty good job. 
The members showed their appreciation in the usual way. 
 
The meeting closed at 4.30pm, next meeting will be on 7th December 2013 at 2.30pm 
 
 
 
 


