
 

Bassetlaw and District Umpires’ Association 

Minutes of a Meeting 
Held at Cuckney CC on Saturday 9th January 2016 at 2:30pm 

 
Present:   49 members were present. 
 

Apologies: R Hepworth, Glenn Bardill, I Mather, R Swann, B Cartwright, I Rich, P Rice 
and D Brumpton 
 

Minutes of previous meeting held on 31st October 2015:   
 
These had been distributed via email and on Facebook and were accepted as a true record by 
the Members present with a minor amendment in respect of award winners. 
 

Matters Arising:    
 

The Secretary read out an omission from the minutes circulated with reference to the Joe 
Richardson Trophy and the Level 1a Certificates. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
There were two items of correspondence: 
 

• An email from Gary France outlining the BDCL proposals for the receiving of 
Assessments for 2016 and the method for imposing point deductions. This item had 
been discussed at length by The Committee and it was agreed that the BDUA would 
support the proposals and that Ian Rich and Gary Bardill would jointly receive the 
weekly assessments and after consultation would then report to Gary France if any Club 
had failed to meet the League rules, thereafter Gary France would inform the Club 
involved of any point deductions. It was noted that this task had been carried out in 
previous years by John Leaning with the utmost efficiency but to ensure that Clubs could 
not argue in respect of their failings Gary France would in future immediately inform 
them of any points deduction. 

• An email from Peter McKenzie detailing the visit of Umpires from the USA and in 
particular the specific requirements he would like fulfilling during the weekends of 25th 
June and 2nd July. It was agreed to support this initiative and John Leaning would make 
the necessary appointments with Gary Bardill liaising with Peter McKenzie. The Secretary 
would report this initiative to the next BDCL Meeting  

 

 
i. Bassetlaw & District Cricket League 

 
There had been no meeting of the BDCL since the AGM held on 21st November 2015. 
 
 
ii. ACO  

 
There had been no meeting of the ACO, however notice was given that the Annual 
Dinner of the ACO would be held at Trent Bridge on Friday 18th March 2016 with Steve 



O’Shaughnessy as the guest speaker, cost being £27-50 per head, tickets from John 
Hayes (telephone 01623 798779) 
 

Training Update 
 

Gerry Graney reported that the next Level 1 Course would commence on 11th January 
2016 and 10 people had now contacted him regarding undertaking the course. At 
present only 2 people had put their names forward for Level 1a. 
 
 
 

Assessments 
 
Two meetings had been held of the Performance Group resulting in a new list of 
Umpires to be considered for further development over the next two years which had 
been forwarded to Mel Eatherington, the list included the names of all umpires that 
needed to be assessed in the 2016 season either on field or off field which would be 
coordinated by Gerry Graney and John Leaning. 
A meeting to review the progress of the Performance Group had been held at the White 
Post with both Mel Eatherington and John Manghan present, the meeting was excellent 
with a good consensus of opinion reached by all parties. 
 

Umpire Allocation 2016 
 
John Leaning reported that he had received 65 availability form replies to date and no further 
comment from members regarding standing alone in the forthcoming season. He requested that 
Members should return their forms as soon as possible to assist him. 
 
 

Guest Speaker  - Russell Evans – 1st Class Umpire 
 
The Guest Speaker Russell Evans was introduced to the Members by the Chairman. He had 
played for Nottinghamshire and then for several years with Lincolnshire in the Minor Counties 
League. He had also played in the Bradford League for Farsley scoring a record breaking 1376 
runs in the 1993 season. After a break from cricket he took up umpiring and was elected to the 
first class reserve list in 2011 and onto the full list in 2015. 
Russell gave an excellent well thought out presentation detailing his career and his rise through 
the umpiring list before finally being added to the 1st Class List in 2015.Throughout his talk he 
referred to memorable moments including his time with Basher Hassan, playing for 2 years in 
New Zealand and working closely with his mentors David Byass and John Hampshire. 
Finally he reminded umpires of their duties and in particular the need to know the Laws and 
Regulations that pertain to the game being played. 
 
 
After a short break he answered members questions in a clear and sincere manner highlighting 
his belief in the DRS system and the need for any umpire to have played or have a good 
understanding of the game. In conclusion members showed their appreciation for a very good 
honest presentation. 
 
Dates of Meetings for 2016. The Secretary confirmed that the BDUA would meet on the 
following dates: 
 

• Saturday 6th February 2016   Simon Storey – C E O Derbyshire 
• Saturday 12th March 2016   John Barclay –Sussex  
• Saturday 2nd April 2016   Jeremy Coney(provisional) 



 
All the above meetings would be held at Cuckney C C commencing at 2-30pm. 
 

Date of next meeting: 
 
The date of the next meeting will be in Saturday 6th February 2016 at Cuckney 
commencing at 2-30pm  

 
 


