
 

Bassetlaw and District Umpires’ Association 

Minutes of a the Annual General Meeting 
Held at Cuckney CC on Saturday 5th October 2013 at 2.30pm. 

 

There were 58 members present; M J Smedley, B Rivington, E Devney, M Cannon, B Cartwright, 
J Singleton, M Bonsall, R Arthur, G Graney, D Hodgkin, J Leaning, B Lenihan, P Rice, I Rich, R 
Hepworth, T Munro, J Whitworth, C Chapman, D Blizard, R Parsons, N Brookes, B Ashley, D 
Smith, G Bembridge, M Colley, Gary Bardill, Glen Bardill, S Broadley, D Whitlam, J Heaman, P 
Tomlinson, G France, D Froggatt, CR Martin, R Morris, M Carlisle, N Roper, A Moffitt, P Freer, M 
Challand, D Williams, P Barker, G Bullock, D Parnham, H Dobson, S Sessions, J Hayes, L 
Driscoll, D Smallwood, P Dixon, P Sissons, M Hewson, N Hewitt, G Woolley, P Garnett, B Jarvis, 
J Knowles and G Tune. 
 
Apologies: were received from P McKenzie, C Russell, D Forster, W Cope, A Cope, FA Rhodes, 
A Bennett, J Hayes, L Jones, P Williams, V Brown, D Price, and I Batty. 
 
Minutes:  of the Annual General Meeting held on 6 October 2012 had been distributed at the 
meeting and also published on the website and were taken as read and confirmed by the 
meeting. 
 
Matters Arising:  None 
 
Hon Secretary’s Report: The Secretary then gave a brief resume of the activities of the 
committee and his thoughts of the past year. A copy of his report is attached at appendix 1. 
 
Hon Appointments Secretary’s Report:  John Leaning began by thanking everyone for their 
efforts during the year and their cooperation and willingness to move from one match to 
another at short notice. Without that cooperation he felt that the job of appointing umpires to 
matches would be unworkable. He also thanked Gerry Graney for covering for him during his 
holidays and hoped that Gerry would continue to do this as John intended on having several 
weeks off! 
 
There will be several changes in the league next year, the main one affecting umpires would be 
the dispensing with Bank Holiday Monday matches except in the Championship, and the 
extending of the season by one week to cover the loss of the Bank Holiday fixture. This of 
course may affect when members decide to take their holidays because of the extra week. 
 
Assessment is on going with not only Captains and boundary assessment but also partner 
assessment. All umpires assessed from the boundary and by colleagues will receive feedback 
once all the information has been collated, which should be within the next few weeks. 
 
John also reiterated the Secretary’s comments in that he was under pressure from the League 
Treasurer to limit postage costs. He intended to send as many availability sheets and also 
umpires’ rotas using electronic mail. He asked that when completing the availability sheet that 
members cross out the dates they are not available rather than deleting the dates from the 
sheet. 



We are very short of umpires approximately 20 members have retired or are recovering from 
illness, hopefully one or two may return next year. We do need to recruit new umpires and 
anything any of you can do will be gratefully received.  
 
Hon Treasurers Report:  The Associations Balance sheet had been distributed to the 
meeting. The Treasurer informed the meeting that the Association had had a small operating 
profit for the year and there is no increase in subscriptions. The Accounts were accepted as a 
true record by the meeting. 
 
Joe Richardson Memorial Trophy: The President then presented the Joe Richardson 
Memorial Trophy. He thanked the Secretary for his kind words but added that what he didn’t 
say was how many speakers had refused to come because of him, and that perhaps you could 
call it a boycott!  The beauty of cricket was the kind of people who are involved in it, and they 
are usually the best kind. Thanks also to those who had umpired with him this season. 
 
He said it was a great pleasure to present this award today. The award today goes to a person 
who has really earned it, umpiring for many years in our league, doing press reports for both 
Saturday and Sunday Leagues. He has also got together a great list of speakers who have come 
and entertained us over the winter months. The award goes to Paul Barker. 
 
Paul then said a few words,” I knew nothing about this, it is a tremendous honour. Thanks to 
everyone who has helped me over 24 years of umpiring, I am speechless!”  
 
Mike replied that that was the first time Paul had ever been speechless. 
 
Presentation of 20 year ties: A presentation was then made by the President to Brian Hicklin 
(Harthill Cricket Club). The Association is always proud to make these awards in recognition of 
20 years dedication to both the Bassetlaw and Notts Premier League.  
 
Level 1 Certificates: 
 
The President along with the ACO Tutor Gerry Graney then presented certificates to each of the 
successful candidates from the winter ACO level 1 course. A high standard had been achieved 
by all with 5 attaining 100% and 2 the high 90’s%.  
 
Luke Driscoll, Terry Hayes, David Williams, Paul Sissons, Glen Bardill, Mike Hewson and Graeme 
Woolley each were presented with their certificates by the President.  
 
Gerry also thanked Dick Arthur and Mick Bonsall for their assistance on the course during the 
winter. 
 
Howard Walton Memorial Trophy: The President presented Graeme Woolley with the 
Howard Walton Memorial Trophy in recognition of his having reached a high mark in the ECB 
Level 1 examination following the winter’s course and in achieving excellent assessments for his 
first season as an umpire. Graeme accepted the award and on behalf of all the new umpires 
thanked Gerry, Dick and Mick for getting them through the course successfully.  
 
Many congratulations to all of them. 
 
Election of Officers:  The following were elected unopposed: 
 
President   MJ Smedley    
Chairman   B Rivington    
Secretary/Treasurer  E Devney     
Appointments Secretary JJ Leaning    



 
Committee: Dick Arthur, Mick Bonsall, Brian Cartwright, Gerry Graney, David Hodgkin, Brian 
Lenihan, Peter Rice, Ian Rich and John Singleton, elected unopposed.  
 
Committee Vacancy: Graham Bullock, nominated & seconded by Ervin Devney and Mick Bonsall 
returned unopposed.  
 
Proposals BDUA Constitution:  There were no proposals received for amendments to the 
Associations Constitution. 
 
Proposals for the Bassetlaw and District Cricket League AGM:  There were no proposals 
received for amendments to the League rules. 
 
Report of the 2013 assessment programme in the Championship and Divisions 1: 
 
The Chairman stated that we have had a very good season of reports on assessment from 
captains, boundary and partners. Jack Tarr is collating all the captains’ reports and we should 
have these within the next two weeks. The assessment committee will then meet and discuss 
the results. Hopefully by the next meeting we will be in a position to let umpires know how they 
have done. From what we know everyone seems to have done at least fairly well.  
 
Announcements: 
 
The chairman then thanked everyone for their concern during his recovery from surgery. In 
particular he thanked Gerry for his constant phone calls at least once per week and on one 
occasion just as he was about to fall asleep. He said he was very touched by the concern shown 
by everyone. He was also very honoured to be asked to be President of the League in 2015.   
 
The next General meeting will be Saturday 2nd November 2013 and the guest speaker is still to 
be confirmed, but Paul will know within the next few days. The Chairman closed the meeting by 
thanking everyone for their attendance and their continued efforts on the cricket field.  
 
The meeting closed at 3.45pm.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bassetlaw and District Umpires’ Association 

(Affiliated to the ECB Association of Cricket Officials) 

Website: www.bdua.co.uk 
bassetlawumpires@aol.com 

President 

Mr MJ Smedley 

 

Honorary Secretary’s Report to the Annual General Meeting of the 
Bassetlaw & District Umpires Association 

Saturday 5th October 2013 at Cuckney Cricket Club. 
 
Good afternoon everyone; 
 
WEATHER 
After last year this season’s weather can only be described as a drought. Although the start of 
the season was as cold as I have ever known it at least it was dry! 
 
Simply by looking at the games affected by weather draws in the league standings, there were 
72 games classed as weather draws, most of which would have got some cricket played. Last 
season we lost 377 games many off which didn’t have a ball bowled! So a vast improvement, I 
suppose it could only get better, I don’t think it could have got much worse. 
 
COMMITTEE  
Number of Committee meetings during year 9. 
Committee member   attendances 
M Smedley  9   B Rivington  6 E Devney   8 
J Leaning   9  R Arthur   9 M Bonsall   9 
B Cartwright  9  M Cannon   6 G Graney   8 
D Hodgkin  7  B Lenihan   4 P Rice   8  
I Rich   8  J Singleton  9   
 

During the year your committee met on nine occasions but apart from attendance at our 
meetings several members also attend meetings of the Notts ACO, Notts Cricket Board, League 
Meetings, Disciplinary Meetings, Umpire’s Training and carried out Umpire assessments during 
the season. 
 
There is one vacancy on the committee with the resignation of Martin Cannon with all other 
members being re-nominated. I would like to go on record and thank Martin for all his 
endeavours as our League Management Representative he has been a big help to me. Today is 
the annual opportunity of electing your Officials and Committee. Being a member of your 
Management Committee is not just a matter of sitting around a table seven or eight times a 
year, all those elected to the Committee are expected to contribute to the successful 
management of this Association.  
 
MEETINGS WITH OTHER CRICKETING BODIES 
We continue to meet with the League Management Committee annually to review the season 
and we believe that this continues to be beneficial to both the League and the Association. 
Martin Cannon attended the League Management Committee meetings as your representative 
and Mick Bonsall attended the Notts Branch ACO meetings on our behalf. We have also 
attended the Notts Senior Cricket subcommittee meeting whose aim is to have a unified 



disciplinary code across all of the Cricket leagues in the county. Mike Smedley, our President, is 
in the chair with Merv Griffiths as Secretary.  
 
DISCIPLINE 
There have been six disciplinary hearings during this season, a reduction of 2 from last year. 
These have resulted in players being banned from playing, teams having points deducted and 
clubs being fined. In one instance the loss of points may have caused one club not to be 
promoted. When compared with incidents in other leagues, which have included fights, head 
butts or other physical violence, we are very fortunate; but to maintain this good fortune we 
must continue to report incidents. In terms of discipline we are not the judges, we must report 
any incident fully on the leagues report form and let the disciplinary committee adjudicate. It is 
good practice and compulsory to hold our pre match briefing which unfortunately not all 
umpires are doing. You all have a card which clearly states what needs to be discussed at the 
pre match briefing please follow it.  
 
We must also continue to conduct ourselves in the usual way “without fear or favour”. There 
have been comments made by captains on some umpires assessments that the umpires are 
becoming “officious”. I think it’s more a case of poor man management and if you can recall 
when Chris Kelly was our guest speaker he felt that this was one of the most important part of 
the umpires’ skills. Decision making is the easy part, running the game by the league rules and 
managing the players is the part that we all need to work on.  
 
UMPIRES TRAINING & RECRUITMENT 
Training will again take place at both Winsick (Hasland) starting this Monday and Cuckney, 
starting 13th January 2014, these are organised by the Derbys and Notts Branches of ACO 
respectively. There was a fairly successful course at Cuckney last winter and some have started 
umpiring in the Bassetlaw. The numbers of potential new umpires attending training courses 
has fallen. This is worry for cricket in general. I know that a clubs first priority is getting 11 
players per side out every week and it gets harder to do this but clubs must try to coax retired 
players into umpiring. Hopefully this winter will see more candidates on the courses. We are still 
unable to man all fixtures with two Umpires and in some cases there are no umpires. Umpiring 
is a vital part of cricket without umpires it becomes a farce. We are still struggling in terms of 
umpire numbers we have had at least 20 members retire so far this season due to various 
reasons. I would like to thank them for their efforts over the years and hopefully some of them 
will be back umpiring soon.  
 
All the various levels of qualifications provided by the ECB ACO now have their course content 
in place. Notts Branch ACO is now only able to offer Level 1, and 1A courses. Advancement 
beyond this is dependent on whether umpires are recommended to the Premier Leagues by 
ourselves or are already umpiring in the Premier League and wish to progress further. Umpires 
seeking to advance to higher levels of cricket must understand that it is not a quick process. 
Access to an ECB ACO Level 2 course is based on recommendation from ACO Nottinghamshire. 
Umpires must have at least 3 years Championship level experience in the Bassetlaw League 
before the ACO will even consider them. They must also be members of ACO. 
 
Fundamental to all of this is assessment; the new assessment computer programme set up by 
Jack Tarr has worked well. An assessment subcommittee has also been set up and its members 
have helped to carry out on field partner assessments which have proved very useful. Not only 
can assessment be useful in promoting umpires to higher levels of cricket they can also help 
identify umpires who may require assistance and in some cases retraining.  
 
I think I must mention DBS certification; this has been a nightmare this year. Whilst I continue 
to send every umpire whose certificate is due to expire a reminder TMG have experienced 
difficulties and have failed to send out many renewal applications. This has been discussed with 
John Leafe the County Welfare Officer who has taken this forward to the ECB. As a result of our 



highlighting of this ECB have acknowledged that there has been a problem within their 
department and the reminder system is now back up and running and they are checking how 
many they have missed. If your certificate is due for renewal you can order a renewal pack on 
line from ECB/TMG.  

You will also now have the opportunity to join the DBS Update Service. You may join anytime 
from submitting your Application Form, you will need the Reference Number which starts with 
the letter ‘F’ from the top right hand corner of the application form, and up to 14 days after the 
date the DBS certificate was issued. If you miss this period you will not be permitted to join 
until the next time you renew in 3 years time. Registering for the Update Service could mean 
that you will not have to apply for a renewal of your DBS certificate in future. When you have 
joined you will be given a unique number which you then pass on to ECB/TMG, which enables 
them to check for any alterations to an applicant’s records. By registering you authorize the 
ECB/TMG to access your details at the Disclosure and Barring Service and if there are no 
changes to your records then a renewal application will not be necessary ever again. Can we 
urge everyone to seriously consider registering; it will save considerable time and money for all 
concerned. 

WINTER MEETINGS 
Once again Paul Barker exceeded all our expectations all the speakers were excellent. The 
speakers were Chris Kelly, John Leafe, Bob Swindell, Colin Tunnicliffe, The Rev Mike Vockins 
OBE and MJK (Mike) Smith OBE. Paul carries out his task of finding our speakers for no reward 
except a big thank you from this committee. Paul as asked me to mention certain individuals 
who have helped him with finding speakers and these are Pauls words; Peter McKenzie, Gary 
France and Mike Smedley for their contribution last year. The significance of our President Mike 
Smedley is massive, although he probably doesn’t realise it. Just the fact that such a well 
revered man who is so highly respected in the game is involved with us is such an asset. When 
the speakers are approached the fact that Mike’s name is mentioned is the main reason we 
have been able to persuade so many people to come along to our gatherings’. Quite frankly 
Mike’s name is the major reason why such people as M. J. K. Smith, Dennis Amiss and many 
others have agreed to come. He is totally indispensible. 
 

WEBSITE & NEWSLETTERS 
The website continues to be regularly updated with news and comments. Again, I would be 
happy to include suitable contributions from members on the website.  
 
A Newsletter continues to be issued approximately every four months.  
 
The website and Newsletters are important in trying to keep you up to date with developments 
in both the Bassetlaw and Umpiring in general and we try to highlight any problem areas that 
have been encountered during the season. Please use and read both. 
 
The League is attempting to development the use of e-mailing to save the cost of postage 
which is becoming prohibitive. John Leaning will I believe be sending out 2014 availability 
sheets by email. It is my intention to also use electronic mail rather than the Royal Mail 
whenever I can. So it is important that you inform me of any changes to your email addresses 
or if you acquire an email address.  
 
THANKS 
As this report traditionally starts with the weather it also traditionally ends with thanks. Firstly to 
Cuckney Cricket Club, to Bob Little and to Sharon, again to Paul Barker for his unstinting efforts 
in persuading speakers to come in the depths of winter for very little reward. Our President, 
Chairman, Appointments Secretary and Committee members for the giving of their time and 
effort. To Gary France, the League Secretary, for the help and assistance that he gives me, and 



finally Ladies and Gentlemen for all of your efforts, I know I say it every year but without you 
there is no meaningful cricket.  
 
Thank you.  

 
Ervin Devney 
Hon Secretary/Treasurer    
October 2013 


